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Posting 8

On assessing reflection
Dear reader,


This will be the shortest postings in this series. In the beginning we were not even thinking to spend one posting about this topic, but after closer consideration it got clear to us it deserves one. We are talking about the need for assessment of reflection in formal education.  Reflection assignments are often developed within the existing framework of assessing competences. Their evaluation is based on a quantitative logic. The impact on the quality of reflection is sometimes underestimated, so we believe. For example: educators may say to learners it’s about their personal learning, but they still expect certain answers to be more or less right (consciously or not). This is especially the case for standardized Q&A’s (e.g. questioning how learners are going to improve in the future). It speaks for itself learners are very much aware of this and often will align their answers to what they think is expected. At this moment they just skip from intrinsic to extrinsic learning in order to get the credit. And so the possibility for deep learning is missed. 

It’s important, according to us, to think about assessing learners in a more qualitative way which aligns with the principles of process-directivity and owning up. As educator you don’t focus on content as being right or wrong, but rather on the reflective process leading to that content. More precisely you focus on how the content expresses the intensity by which learners engage with the learning process, their involvement and attention given to what’s happenings here-and-now … Or to put it more metaphorically, you focus on how deep they dive. So no matter what the actual ‘answer’ is about, intensity and involvement always ‘predict’ quality and depth of the learning process. This also implies that the outcome of reflection can be just a simple ‘I don’t know’ (if really lived through and argued). 


Sincerely yours

Reflection as core transferable competence in higher education and adult education 
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